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more of the former, and fewer of the latter, in
American than in English social and political life,

It is not our business here, or the purpose of
these pages, to enter upon an ethical discussion,
or Jo approve or to disapprove of either the Eng-
lish or the American code of morals, but merely
to note the application and the differences, and
if possible to offer some explanation of the whys
and wherefores,

It should be kept in mind that Society in Eng-
land has a status of its own, is outlined in the
Constitution itself, is prayed for by the priests of
the National Church each Sunday, and that,
therefore, a large number of persons are in
Society by the law of the land and may not lightly
be set aside even on account of moral delin-
quencies*

It is, I believe, a popular notion that rules of
precedence are trivial regulations of temporary
officials or chamberlains framed somewhat to
suit their fancy. On the contrary, the law of
precedence in* England is as good a law as any
other in Westminster Hall, and is established by
Act*of Parliament. The "Act for Placing the
Lords " was passed by Parliament in the reign of
Henry the Eighth, and even as early as 1399 there
was a regulation entitled "The Order of all
Estates and Gentry of England.**